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'commenced all along the eastern front. The Germans forced the 
passage of the Narew, and advanced against Warsaw. Libau was 
taken on August 1; Ivangorod fell on August 4, and Warsaw was 
occupied on the 5th. The Russian armies were pursued with great 
energy, but succeeded in effecting their retreat without suffering a 
decisive overthrow. The remainder of their frontier fortresses were 
taken in rapid succession, or evacuated, and the remnant of their 
troops retired beyond the river Dvina where they were rallied and 
received strong reinforcements. In September, they once more 
assumed the offensive and gained a considerable success south of the 
Pripet marshes. 

During the whole of this period, their well organized network of 
military railways enabled the Germans to concentrate large masses 
of troops at almost any point in the theatre of war. Whole armies 
were conveyed rapidly by this means from front to front and flank to 
flank. 

THE ITALIAN FRONT, 1915. 

Italy declared war on Austria on May 23, 1915. Next day 
Italian troops invaded Austrian territory on all adjacent fronts. 
The cities of Trent and Trieste were their main objectives. The block­
ade of the Austro-Hungarian ports was taken over by the Italian 
navy. Owing to the great natural strength of the Austrian positions, 
and their careful fortification, the advance of the invaders was slow 
and costly. On July 25, they gained a foothold on the Carso plateau 
on the road to Trieste, but were subsequently obliged to retire by 
the overwhelming fire of the Austrian artillery. This year terminated 
without any further advance. The natural obstacles of a mountainous 
country proved well nigh insuperable and could only be overcome by 
immense exertions and great engineering skill. In many instances 
batteries, constructed at a height of nine or ten thousand feet above 
the sea level, were firing at targets above the clouds. An accumulation 
of water was usually as urgent as a supply of ammunition. 

CONQUEST OF SERBIA, 1915. 

In the end of September, 1915, a large German army under the 
command of von Mackensen was concentrated on the northern 
frontier of Serbia. A week later the Bulgarians definitely entered 
into the war as allies of the central powers. The Austro-German 
armies crossed the frontier on October 6 in great force. Their advance 
was very slow but quite irresistible. The Serbian army was driven 
steadily before them, and the country overrun. By the beginning 
of December its remnants were driven into the mountains of Monte­
negro and Albania, where many perished from disease and privation. 
French and British troops had occupied the Greek port of Salonika 
on October 5, and moved northward along the railway into southern 
Serbia, where they occupied an extensive intrenched position. Here 
they were attacked by the Bulgarians on December 6, and after nine 
days severe fighting compelled to retire to Saloniki. 


